
 

 

Greetings Fellow Mountain Member 

 

You are receiving this communication about The Mountain’s 2020 

Annual Meeting because you are considered an Annual or Life Member, 

with your membership active between April 15, 2019 and April 15, 2020. Thank you for your support and for 

choosing to be an active, intentional, and involved member of this organization. 

The Mountain Retreat and Learning Center has been a membership organization since its beginnings 

in 1979. All members are granted the right and responsibility of ensuring the ongoing welfare of The 

Mountain, through the election of trustees. 

Given the current conditions and in compliance with shelter in place and other restrictions in place, 

this year’s Annual Meeting, which was scheduled to take place on Saturday, May 25 at 1:00 PM at The 

Mountain will now be held as a virtual meeting using both live-streaming and pre-recorded videos. The 

logistics are still being worked out and additional information and links to access the meeting will be 

provided to the membership once they have been finalized. 

We hope you will be able to join us virtually this year and we look forward to a time when we can all 

be together again. 

Please take the opportunity to vote on the important matters using the ballot provided. 

 

** ALL BALLOTS MUST BE RECEIVED BY WEDNESDAY, MAY 20, 2020. ** 
 

To vote by email, send your votes to: To vote by U.S. Mail, send this ballot to: 

Ballot2020@themountainrlc.org 
Subject Line: “Mountain Ballot 2020” 

Body of the email: Ballot with name(s)* and votes 

Nathalie Bigord, Trustee 
2020 Board of trustees Ballot 

The Mountain 
P.O. Box 1299, Highlands, NC 28741 

 

With gratitude and best wishes, 

 

Nathalie Bigord 

Board of Trustees Chair  

  

mailto:Ballot2020@themountainrlc.org
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BALLOT FOR 2020 ELECTIONS 

In accordance with the By-laws of Mountain Retreat and Learning Center and in coordination with the 
Board of Trustees, the 2019-20 Nominating Committee recommends the following slate of candidates for 
election to the Board of Trustees and Nominating Committee. 

Please read information about the Biographies and Pictures at end of ballot. 

PLEASE CAREFULLY READ the following to ensure that your votes count. NOTE the limit of 8 choices for Board 
candidates and 3 choices for Nominating Committee. 

CANDIDATES FOR TRUSTEE 

You may vote for up to 8 candidates 

Voter A            Voter B 

______         ______ KC Boyce, incumbent (3-year term) 

______         ______ Kerry Keys incumbent (3-year term) 

______         ______ DeAnn Peterson incumbent (3-year term) 

______         ______ Lee Reading incumbent (3-year term) 

______         ______ Taryn Bledsoe (3-year term) 

______         ______ Rev. Maggie Lovins (3-year term) 

______         ______ Phil Sterner (1-year term) 

______         ______ Ayanna Stringer (3-year term) 

CANDIDATES FOR NOMINATING COMMITTEE 

You may vote for up to 3 candidates 

Voter A            Voter B 

______         ______ Marty Beech, (3-year term) 

______         ______ Sam Dobmeyer (3-year term) 

______         ______ Bob Fox (3-year term) 

______         ______ Rev. Alice Syltie (3-year term) 

 
Annual Memberships are required by individuals, age 16 and older. An annual Household Membership 

entitles each individual age 16 and older to vote. Life Memberships continue to be honored; if the Life 
Membership is in both names for a couple, both members are entitled to vote. 
 

Please indicate names of Voter(s) in the household who voted above by completing: Name(s) of 
voter(s*): 

Voter A:        
 
Voter B:        

 
*Note: Votes with name of voter omitted will not be counted. Add additional household membership voters, 
as needed. 

** ALL BALLOTS MUST BE RECEIVED BY WEDNESDAY, MAY 20, 2020. ** 
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New Candidates for Board of Trustees 

Taryn Bledsoe 

I live in Atlanta and I grew up in the UU Congregation of Atlanta (UUCA). I attended 
RE classes, sang in the choir, and participated through high school, including the 
Coming of Age Program. For a time, I lived in Boone, NC, and was a very active 
member of Boone UUF, being involved in the youth programs and leading events 
such as lock-ins and other events.  
 
I came to The Mountain for the first time for summer camp in middle school and 
have come back almost every summer after that. I have been on MountainCamp staff 

for several years, as I completed the CIT program and then became a counselor both in the cabin and the 
outdoor programs. I have attended a CON and the Climate Justice Conference. Originally my mother found her 
way to UU WomenSpirit and immediately resonated with everything The Mountain offers, as did my sister and 
I. Thinking back, I was at first reluctant to go, but I recognize now that over twelve years I’ve grown into who I 
am because of my connection to The Mountain.  
 
By serving on the board as a youthful voice, I will advocate for members of the community closer to my age, as 
well as work on establishing the next generation of board members. I adore the atmosphere and programs at 
The Mountain and cherish my summers spent there. I will work and enhance The Mountain’s positive legacy. I 
hope to do everything in my power to keep this land safe for all creatures. 
 

 
Rev. Maggie Lovins 

I am an ordained Unitarian Universalist Community Minister serving the Unitarian 
Universalist Church of Pensacola. I reside in Pensacola with my partner in ministry, 
and service animal, Daisy Dog, my partner Chad and two loving felines. I feel that 
Unitarian Universalism is truly a lifesaving faith and it is my mission to spread the 
good news that you are loved, valued and worthy just as you are! 
 
I started my calling in Unitarian Universalism by serving as my home congregation’s 

Office Administrator and Children’s Religious Education Coordinator along with many other roles and titles. As 
a lay leader, I also served the Mid-South District as Board Secretary, one of the UUA’s Ministerial Settlement 
Representatives and I served the Southern Region as a Smart Church Consultant and Leadership Experience 
facilitator before becoming Unitarian Universalist Association Field Staff for the Southern Region. 
 
I attended Starr King School for the Ministry where I completed my Master of Arts in Social Change with an 
additional Certificate in Unitarian Universalist Studies.  
 

We are better together, we can only change the world together, and every day is a new chance to live 
fully toward those ideals, embrace our diversity and join in building the Beloved Community together!  



 

4 

Phil Sterner 

My connection to The Mountain has been an important and enduring one. I’ve enjoyed 
being one of the original and continuing contributors of time, treasure, and talent to 
create and underwrite the operations and endowment of The Mountain. As a Charter 
Life Member in 1979, I lent money to enable purchase of the facilities that became our 
beloved Mountain RLC.  
 
I served on The Mountain Board of Trustees 1986-91 and stressed the importance of 

financials in insuring the long-term flourishing of The Mountain. I’ve created enduring Mountain programs 
(like SUUFI and Music Week), mentored others, and brought my kids and grandkids to holiday events and 
MountainCamps. Most recently I’ve served on the Energy Saving Task Force and in leadership of The 
Mountain’s Nominating Committee, with emphasis on refining our methodology and adding diversity to our 
Board. 
 
My UU life began in 1972 in Atlanta at UUCA, where I became Finance Chair and a 3-year Director of the 
Pledge Drive. I have worked in the Region with other congregations on finance and fundraising, consulting on 
organizational development, and in promoting denominational connections. I’ve been a long-term leader with 
SUUSI, including serving as Director. 
 
Today I’d like to serve The Mountain in one more way by bringing my financial, consulting, and leadership 
skills to serve the needs of the Board. I am called to actualize The Mountain’s Vision--To be an exemplary 
retreat, camp and learning center.  

 
Ayanna Stringer 

I’m Ayanna Kafi, She/Her/Hers. My leadership story started as a teen at The Mountain. 
While I attended camps and countless youth CONs, I also participated in leadership 
intensives, the PAL program, ASCENDERS, served as a counselor, and was elected by my 
peers to participate in the Spirit program. I’m a lifelong UU; a young adult; a Black 
professional woman; a certified Yoga Instructor; a published short story writer; and a 
dance and theatrical performer. My daughter and I live in my hometown of Atlanta! We 
consider ourselves lucky to be consistently surrounded by family. 

 
I now serve the Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Atlanta as their Youth Ministries Coordinator and am 
Vice President/President-elect of Diverse Revolutionary UU Multicultural Ministries (DRUUMM). Additionally, 
I’m an active part of the Black Lives UU (BLUU) community. I’m deeply involved in developing programming 
that fosters community and meets the moral, spiritual, and intellectual needs of youth.  
 
My view is that youth are energetic, creative, and inspiring leaders within the UU faith movement. My 
personal mission is to provide safe and empowering spaces for youth to grow, and to translate their vision for 
their church experience into practical programming. 
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Second Term Candidates for Board of Trustees 
 

KC Boyce 

I have served on The Mountain Board of Trustees since 2017 but have been involved 
with The Mountain for over 30 years as a participant in UU church retreats and 
MountainCamp, in both camper and staff leadership roles. My two kids, Ethan and Lily, 
are now both MountainCampers, something they look forward to every summer. 
 
I’m a third generation UU, having grown up in the Birmingham (MI) Unitarian Church. 

My family and I now live in Atlanta, and occasionally make it to services (and other events) at UUCA. 
 
The Mountain has long been sustained by its founding generation, and I intend to work during my coming 
term to get younger people as deeply engaged with The Mountain as its founders have been. Whether as 
program participants, leaders, presenters, volunteers, and/or donors, we need to build a strong community 
that will allow The Mountain to continue its meaningful work for the next 40 years. 

 
 

Kerry Keys 

My relationship with The Mountain started in 1996 as a camper. I began my leadership 
roles with The Mountain as a camp counselor, and then from 2012 - 2014 as its Youth 
Programs Director. I’ve served as a member of The Mountain’s Board of Trustees since 
December 2016, and currently serve in the role of the Board’s Financial Advisor. 
 
I currently live in Falls Church, VA, but I grew up attending the Unitarian Universalist 
Congregation of Clearwater, Florida, and have served on staff for several UU camps - 
including SUUSI, SWIM, and The Mountain. From 2011 - 2013, I served on the Board of 

Directors for the Southeast UU Winter Institute in Miami (SWIM). 
 
I’d like to continue supporting The Mountain’s growth by sharing my familiarity with its finances, staff needs, 
and programs. In particular, I’d like to continue helping The Mountain analyze historical data for programs, 
guests, and donors to support its operational decisions. 
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DeAnn Peterson 
 
I have been coming to The Mountain since the early 2000’s.   I have served on the 
Board of Trustees since 2017.   I live in Atlanta, and I have been a UU for about 20 
years. My partner introduced me to the faith when we first met. I am very involved 
with the UU Congregation of Atlanta.  I have served on their Board of Trustees, as a 
teacher in the RE program, and currently serve as Co-Chair of Project Phoenix 
(relocating the church to a new space).   
 

I am really happy to be a part of Mountain legacy projects. I want to help maintain and improve The Mountain 
to be enjoyed by generations to come. Serving on the Board of Trustees is a fabulous way for me to help serve 
and protect this precious resource. 

 
 

Lee Reading 

I am proud to be a candidate to serve a three-year term on The Mountain’s Board of 
Trustees. I am currently completing a two-year tenure and feel that if elected, I can 
bring some continuity and experience forward to complement a very dedicated and 
engaged board that governs the organization.  
 
My home is Black Mountain, NC, where I am very involved with the UU 
Congregation of the Swannanoa Valley. I have served as an advisor to the Board and 

Treasurer for the past six years as well as serving on the Sunday Service Associates, filling the pulpit as needed 
with outside speakers. Our congregation is only twenty years old, and we have been able to mature through 
our “adolescence” with a full-time minister, 100+ members, and we own our debt-free building.  
 
My professional career spans four decades working as an outdoor educator, program director and camp 
director. This background allows me to understand many of the operational, programmatic and financial 
challenges that all camps and conference/retreat centers face. I have worked as the Venture Director at UNC-
Charlotte, Associate Director of Eagles Nest Camp in Pisgah Forest, NC, and Development Director for the 
North Carolina Outward Bound School. We then moved to Ohio where I served as the Executive Director for 
12 years at Camp Joy. Returning to Black Mountain in 2002, I joined the Biltmore Company, developing the 
first generation of outdoor recreation programs on the Biltmore Estate.  
 
The last chapter of my career is playing out at The Mountain, where I served as Interim Director from 2011-
2013. Working with a determined staff and Board, we began the turnaround process that has slowly allowed 
The Mountain to regain financial stability, strengthen programs and catch up on some critical maintenance 
and infrastructure projects. We see a bright and promising future! 
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Candidates for Nominating Committee 

 

Marty Beech 
My first experience at The Mountain was in 1985 when I went to Leadership School in 
preparation for my role as President of the Unitarian Universalist Church of Tallahassee 
(UUCT). It was then that I knew I wanted to continue to attend programs at The 
Mountain and become a member of the community. I became a Life Member during 
my second visit (I think the program was called MAUUI). A few years ago, I was pleased 
to send my four grandchildren to MountainCamp. 
 
I have volunteered off and on since 1995. My volunteering supplemented The 
Mountain Staff in the office, kitchen, and housekeeping and allowed me to participate 

in programs being offered. I served as Secretary to the  Board of Trustees for 2 years and then was elected 
first as a Board Member (3 years) and then Chair of the Board (3 more years). It was a period of transition for 
The Mountain, but I had the support and help of dedicated Trustees, members, and staff. I am still involved in 
the Climate Justice program offered in August along with Beverly Cree. 
 
I first became aware of UU church when I moved to Miami in 1978, where I attended the UU Church of South 
Miami. When I moved to Tallahassee in 1984, I immediately joined UUCT, as a way to find my community. I’ve 
served as President, VP for Finance and Collecting Treasurer, and chair of a Ministerial Search Committee. I 
would like to serve on the Nominating Committee to help identify strong leaders for the Board, which is critical 
to fulfilling the vision and mission of The Mountain Retreat and Learning Center. 

 
 

Sam Dobmeyer 

I have been coming to The Mountain for growth and renewal for 17 years. I have attended 
MountainCamp as participant, and later worked at MountainCamp in a variety of 
capacities. I’ve been a resident intern in the programs department, and I’m currently 
involved with youth CONs and other programs as a volunteer. 
 
I grew up in the UU community, first at All Souls in Kansas City, Missouri, and then at 
NWUUC in Atlanta. Since I now live in Cullowhee, NC, I have just started attending events 
at UUF in Franklin, NC, with intentions to be more involved in that community. 
 

As I get older and gain more skills, I am looking for ways to serve The Mountain beyond youth programs and 
manual labor. I’m skilled in networking and talent evaluation, and I am driven to help make The Mountain the 
best it can be. With my contacts in nearby UU communities and ongoing Mountain programs, I believe I would 
be an asset to the Nominating Committee. 
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Bob Fox 

I have been a permanent resident on the volunteer staff at The Mountain since 
September 2018, and have served in various capacities since, including maintenance, 
housekeeping, kitchen, hospitality, and event hosting. I’ve been a workshop presenter 
for congregational retreats, adult liaison and worship/workshop presenter at all youth 
CONs and serve on staff at all seven weeks of the various summer camps.  
I first came to The Mountain to attend the Leadership School for Religious Educators 
(LSRE) in spring, 2001, and as LSRE staff in 2002. My current duties are mainly 
hospitality, set up, take down, and hosting for events, and consulting with program 
staff on improvements and additions to summer camps and youth conferences. 
 

My UU life began at the Unitarian Universalist Community Church in Park Forest, IL, 1990 – 2001, where I was a 
Member, served on various committees; as Vice President, Youth Advisor (1990 – 2001), and Director of 
Religious Education (2000 - 2001). At Unity Temple UU Congregation, Oak Park, IL, I was the DRE (2001 – 2008), 
and at First Universalist Society (Ithaca, NY) Interim DRE (2008 - 2010).  
 
My personal calling and mission match well with that of The Mountain. Here, I am able to help provide a safe 
setting for people to experience the beauty and peace of this natural pastoral place while seeking personal 
growth, meaningful work, or simply relaxation. I intend to remain as long as I am physically able to provide 
service needed by The Mountain. My presence here will be an asset to the Nominating Committee since I meet 
many Mountain visitors and can compare their skills and talents with those needed by The Mountain. 
 
 

Rev. Alice Syltie 

My first trip to The Mountain was about 1987 for Religious Education Week. I was a 
brand-new DRE, and Gene Navias was the presenter. I came every year for many years. I 
brought youth to Mountain CONs while serving as a Youth Advisor and Youth 
Coordinator for the MSD Board. For a number of years my husband and I met two other 
couples at the Mountain for New Year’s Eve Weekend. I served as faculty and helped 
create Leadership School for Religious Educators. Since the late 90s I have come to The 
Mountain regularly for SEUUMA. From time to time I attend other gatherings or 

programs at The Mountain with friends or family. 
 
My family attended First UU of San Diego when I was a child. Later we lived in Birmingham AL and attended 
church there. After I married and moved to Tuscaloosa, I attended there and served on committees including 
starting an RE program. My husband and I moved to Birmingham in 1984 and our family attended the UU church 
there, and I became the DRE. I served as a ministerial intern at Neshoba UU near Memphis and was called to the 
UU Church of Huntsville in 2002. After retiring from that position in 2018, I agreed to serve as the 3/4-time 
minister at UU Pensacola, where I am now.  
 
The Mountain has been a huge and important part of my life and formation for decades. I care very much about 
its success. So, when asked if I might be interested in serving The Mountain on this Nominating Committee, I 
said yes. 


